Sound An Alarm!
By Gladys V. Stull

Joel 2:1  “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an Alarm in My Holy Mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand;

2:2  A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of many generations.

It is very difficult for theologians to decipher the Prophecies of the book
of Joel by the Grecian methods of interpreting Divine writings, namely
exegesis and the rules of hermeneutics. If divining is used, and it is used
along with these Grecian methods, it is satanic, for God does nothing in
partnership with Satan. Much of the Academic system of Education we
have today came from the period of darkness when the beast of  Rev. 13:1-10 ruled.  Especially when verse 5 was fulfilled, the truth was greatly perverted.  All the traditions, superstitions, and gross errors of the “generation of vipers,”  Matt. 23, were reenacted and added to during this period of darkness.  Theology today is the darkest, while the greatest light is shinning. Yet the light is in great obscurity while claims of great light flourishes among those walking in the sparks of their own kindling, instead of walking in the Spirit. Gal 5:5-6,16-17, Romans Chapter 8.  Instead of walking in the Spirit and NOT fulfilling the lusts of the flesh, Gal 5:16-17, they are walking in the flesh and fulfilling its lusts, while professing to be born again and walking in the Spirit.  They know not what Spirit they are of, yet they are of the unclean spirits like frogs, Rev. 16:12-14, which are spirits of devils out to deceive if possible the very elect and they are adding to 1 Tim. 4:1.  The devils are aware that they cannot deceive the very elect so they are aiming at deceiving every one they can to prevent the election of the Very Elect.  All the occult errors of the past eras, represented by all the symbols of the beast of Rev. 13 and the dragon of Rev. 12, with the delusions of the false prophet added, and the earthy Church system, have committed spiritual and mental adultery with all the kingdoms upon the face of the earth, Isa. 23:17.  This a conglomerate of confusion which makes up the Babylon of Rev. 16, 17, & 18.  Her plagues, Rev. 18:2-8, are as listed in Rev. 9 and 16. Note Rev. 9:18-21.  Compare Rev. 9:19 with Isa. 9:15 and Isa. 9:14 with Rev. 18:8 (Read Rev.18:1-8) and Rev. 11:5-6 and Isa. 9:13-20, Isa. 10:20-27.

There is no way to be free of the delusions of the last days, except to be fully on God’s side with a complete breaking of every yoke. Not only must we make sure we break with Satan, but we must stay clear of every earthy entanglement, completely clear of the house of the strange woman of Proverbs, whose ways are moveable that thou cans’t not know them. Prov. 5:5-14, 6:12-19. Compare Prov. 6:12-19 with Isa. 30:8-14 and Isa. 30:14-16 with Isa. 28:9-13, with James 3:13-18.
After reading and studying these references, if you are not aware of why we must sound an Alarm!, or you did not know when to sound it, or what it is for, turn to Joel 1 and read every verse of the book of Joel. Use only our Inspired Comments by Sister Ellen G. White. Pray earnestly for Divine guidance and trust God and do not use any of the world’s rules for interpretations as such. Though some of the rules appear to be correct in themselves, get your rules from the Holy Bible in the original King James Version. 
The world’s rules say to use your reasoning powers, and true, our reasoning powers are God given and should be used, but we cannot use  this rule as is.  Discard it.  Turn to Isa. 1:16-20.  Note verse 18. God says, “Come now, and let us reason together.”  Verses 16-20 reveal conditions. We  must discard the world’s rules and choose only that which God says. We cannot serve two masters, Matt. 6:24.
Ancient Israel was continually mingling the Sacred and the vile. We are warned not to mingle any of the world’s maxims, customs, or traditions with God’s Counsels.  Though some ideas of the world’s may be almost like those of the Word, we cannot partake of the Cup of the LORD and the cup of devils. 1 Cor. 10:1-21.  In James 1:1-8, 3:13-18, we are counseled to not waver between two sources. Wisdom from God is always pure, but when we mingle the wisdom of the world with God’s Wisdom, we defile it, and our intellect is dimmed.  Satan can help us with “sparks” of our own kindling, and give us flashes of light, but they are not for our good.  Like our own righteousness, which is as “fifthly rags,” so the wisdom of this world is “earthly, sensual and devilish,” James 3:14-16, and causes strife and contention, and breeds every evil work.  Read 2 Cor. 6:14-16.  Not until we are free from the yokes of the world, and under only Christ’s yoke, can we enter the Rest only Christ can give, Matt. 11:28-30, and actually be accepted of the Father. Isa. 58:6, 61:1-4, John 8:31-36.
The book of Joel holds the key to the finishing of the work, and reveals why the work has not been finished. God has set guides and a time table, and a limit to His Merciful forbearance. There are “ensamples” and prophecies that are history, and some history is to be repeated, and more fully completed.
Not everyone is in the proper position to receive the additional Light, which is to enlighten the earth as in Rev. 18:1, 7T. pp 148-149, Habakkuk 2:14.  Compare Jer. 51:58, and Isa. 33:6, 10-16; Isa. 24:12-17, Isa. 62:8-12, Dan 12:10. Isa 10:27, John 2:20,27.  These references reveal a burst of Light is coming, but not all come to the Light. John 3:16-21. Isa. 60:1-2 was partially fulfilled when Christ the True Light came, John 1:1-6.  Not all come to the Light. Gross darkness, the darkness of mind, was upon the people. It is even worse today, for the greater the light that men reject, the greater the darkness. Matt. 6:23 ( 21-25);  John 12:35-36. Read also 1 John 2:8-20, 27, 1:4 through 2:6; Prov. 4:7,18; James 5:9. If we harbor hate, or hold  grudges, we are condemned and walk in darkness. Read 2 Peter 1:9 (1-12, 19) Eph. 4:11-24.
Many are the references that reveal why we need to obey the call to the Solemn Assembly of Joel 2.  Part of this Prophecy was fulfilled as recorded  in Acts 2 and 3, but as Jesus said something greater will be done.  According to John 14:6-23, Christ is the way to reach the Father.
Though many have become sons, and the Light has arisen on many, Isa. 60:1-2, the Perfect Light with it’s Perfect, un-obscured Light must lighten the earth with the Glory of God. But before this can happen or be brought to pass, Isa.. 60:1-2, 21-22, 61:1-3, 62:8-12 must prepare the Remnant to fill their proper mission as in Joel 2:32, Rev 12:17, 14:1-5, Obadiah 17, 21, Zephaniah 3:8-20, Micah 7:7-11, 4:6-12, and Isa 10:1-27. Compare with these, the verses in the New Testament that speak of the Judgment and the fall of Babylon, etc.
So far this Study has been more of an outline than a study, and to understand what God has for us we need to study as a group assembled as in Eph. 4: 11-16, 1 Cor 1:4-10, 30, etc.  Class study is needed, as on a more permanent basis, for the full course of study. As individuals we may gain much in private study as long as the person is inspired of God, as in 1 John 2:20,27.  But, to gain the full Knowledge, Power, and Wisdom needed to finish the work, it will take an Assembly like Eph. 4:11-16, 1 Cor. 1:4-10, 30 etc… Read Isa. 62:8-12 and Zephaniah 3:18 with Joel 2:15-32.
The reproach of Zephaniah 2:8-11 took place in 1978, at Loma Linda, and there are several documents that can verify this. Although the prophecies are partially fulfilled at different times, when causes and effects, and the repeating of similar sins have taken place, Zephaniah, chapters 1-3 are earmarked for the end times, when the day of the LORD, in final fulfillment, is in action. Zeph. 1:12 and 5T. p. 211 verifies what I mean.
Several scriptures refer to “the decree,” which evidence points to as being the final decision of the earthly religions and civil powers.  These powers accept Lucifer’s challenge to choose him as the lord of the whole earth, and decree to rid the earth of all who do not accept the world’s authority above the Authority of “The Creator.”
Consider how the Jews worked to destroy Christ by using the civil powers. Read Matt. 21:37-46, with Luke 4:5-8. The Jews knew that Jesus was the Son of God, but they had so long been bound by a covenant as revealed in Isa. 28:14-18, for they had, with the whole world, accepted the challenge to worship Lucifer, who by that rebellion against God, became the “dragon, that old serpent called the Devil and Satan,” Rev. 12:9.   Satan was worshipped by the generation of vipers. Compare texts in the margin with Isa. 28:5-22.  Compare verses in Isa.28:1-5 with Rev 12:15 and Dan. 8:12. 9:26, and Rev. 12:12-17. 
    Some studies seem more complete than others. Some seem complete

    with a few references, but the command to “Sound An Alarm” in God’s “Holy Mountain,” given so directly from God through the Prophet Joel, should awake God’s people to their danger. But sermons or articles on Joel are very scarce, except the part quoted in Acts referring to Joel 2:28-32.
One of the main parts of Joel 2 which we don’t understand, is the call to the Solemn Assembly.  In reality, we need to do what God says to do in Joel 2:15-17 and related verses, then God can do His part, and complete the plan of Salvation. That which was fulfilled by Pentecost was only a small part compared to the complete fulfillment of all of Joel chapters 1-3. It will be a fearful thing to be on the opposite side of the subject of the Gifts as  revealed in Acts 2 in regard to Joel 2:28-32. The Gifts must work until God has a Pure and Mature Body of people as revealed in Eph. 4:11-16, 1 Cor. 1:4-10, 30, Rom. 12 and many more Scriptures.
In Micah 4:6-13, 7:7-20, Zeph. 2:8-11 and Isa 4, we will see a need for a purging and cleaning of the church, as in Zeph. 3:1-20. When this is finished, God will have a people “Pure and True,” 5T. pp. 80-82, PK 725. When this is completed, Isa. 4:2-4, all who are left written in the Church in Heaven, Heb. 12:18-29, Luke 10:18-20, Rev. 3:5, among the living will  be called holy, Isa. 4:3-4, 62:8-12.  These are protected as in Isa. 4 and E.W. pp. 272-273 & Zeph. 3:11-20. Note the phrase “when our captivity is turned” in Zeph. 3:20, E.W. pp. 272,& Ps.126. What turns our captivity is the “day and night cry” for deliverance, E.W. p.272, which is connected with the Solemn Assembly of Joel 2:15-17, Zeph. 3:18, & Isa. 30:29-32.

The purification is done as in Ezek. 20:35, Micah 7:7-11, & Isa. 10:5-6 (1-27) Read also Isa. 30:8-33. All of Isa. 30:1-33 applies to us today. The breach is caused by the rejection of the Gifts, Eph. 4:11-16, which were given to bring us into the unity of the Faith, into the Bond of the Covenant, Ezek. 20:37, by the Bond of Perfectness which is LOVE; Charity; Heaven born Love. We must climb Peter’s Ladder to get to Charity; gain the Victory over every point of the messages to the Seven churches of Rev. 2-3, be joined to the Temple with Seven Pillars, Rev. 3:10-12, Prov. 9:1, 1 Cor. 1:30, and Daily partake of the Bread from Heaven. Matt. 6:11, Prov. 8:32-36. Christ is made unto us Wisdom, 1 Cor. 1:30, the Principal thing Prov. 4:7, as well as all things. Read Isa. 9:6-7, Eph. 1:17-23, 1 Cor. 1:30, 1 Cor. 3:21-23, Eph. 4:7.  How much of this Gift of Christ is yours?
[“....the gifts were only lost through apostasy, and WILL be revived with the revival of primitive faith and practice.” 1858 GC p.7 (Spiritual Gifts) This thought added by an editor, April 17, 2011.]
“The Unspeakable Gift of Christ” is shown in 2 Cor. 9:15 (1-15).   When we truly accept the Gift of Christ, not only as in John 3:16, but as in John 6:27-63, our daily Bread, then the work of God shall prosper. Our heart and treasures must be in Heaven, Matt. 6:19-34, if we would be filled with all the fullness of God. The tithes must be brought into the Storehouse of truth, the Scriptures which reveal Christ as our “meat” John 6:27, Heb. 5:9-14, Isa 28:9-13, or the written Word becomes a gin and a snare, a stumbling stone etc…Isa.23:18, with E.G.W comments in T.M. pp. 335-340.  If verse 18 refers to God’s people (T.M. 335), then verses 15-17 also apply, a dual prophecy of 70 years. Sister Ellen was active with the Prophetic Gift for 70 years, late 1844 through late 1914, then from 1915-1985 was the next 70 years.  We were in captivity for 70 years, Isa. 53, because the Heavenly Church, Heb. 12:18-29, ministry, John 16:7-15, was not accepted fully as it should have been.  It must be accepted fully before God can finish His work of Grace and Mercy and do His strange work of Isa. 28.
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