“AND HE WILL SHOW YOU THINGS TO COME”

Should we be shocked at the strange actions of men who in our day are repeating the strange actions of the ancient people to whom the Savior’s Presence was so undesirable?  They saw no beauty in Him that they should desire Him.  Isaiah 53:1-3.  It is the very same spirit of evil working today that worked in the “generation of vipers” to whom Christ spoke in Matthew 23:13-39.  Will these same woes be pronounced upon this generation as recorded in Matthew 23?  Will many churches that have had great light find their house is left as desolate as was Jerusalem?  We are beginning to see these very woes coming upon the people today who have had light and wealth and opportunities, greater than any other people upon the face of this earth from the fall of man until now.  8T 133, Isaiah 1-4, Jeremiah 4.


But, how sad it is that Seventh-day Adventists are foolish enough to cast aside the Spirit of Prophecy and thus do despite to the Spirit of Grace.  Hebrews 10:25-31.  Verse 25 reminds us not to forsake the assembling of ourselves.  This is the Assembly of Ephesians 4:1-16, 21.  But now when the day of accounts is approaching, to our own disgrace many of our people are denying the very Presence of Jesus in their assemblies by denying that the Gifts have been manifest among us as a people.  And worse yet, they deny that we as individuals are to have the Gifts of the Spirit.  But Romans 8:9 tells us we are none of His until we have the Spirit of Christ.  Ephesians 4:1-16 with verse 21 reveals we must all have a Gift that every joint can supply edification in Love to the Body.  1John 2:20,27 also reveals the personal work of the Spirit of Christ which writes in our hearts and minds the very Laws of God and His Truth.  This is the New Covenant relationship we have with Christ.  Hebrews 10:15-25, 12:22-29.  The Holy Ghost is a Witness to the fact that we have entered into this personal relationship with Christ.  Hebrews 10:15-25, Ephesians 4.


Those who set aside the facts that we need the Holy Ghost to teach us Pure Truth and to show us things to come, will not know what is to come and cannot discern the difference between Truth and error.  We have come to a time when we must know what we are to do and say, for it is a life and death issue.  Many are asking about coming events.  But the sad facts are that many events that people believe are future are already here and the end is right upon us.


The apostasy that was to prepare the way for the image of the beast began many years back and has never ceased to wax worse and worse.  The image to the beast is already formed and Revelation 13:15-17 is now being fulfilled, for life is being given to the United Nations by those who know not that the end is so near.  Many do not know that the image of the beast is already formed.  Please see the study on “The Image of the Beast”.  Several sub headings go with the study that reveal when, and just how, the image of the beast came up (just like the beast with lamblike horns came up out of the earth and not out of the sea, as did the beasts of Daniel 7:1-8 and Revelation 13:1-10).  It is Daniel 7:17 that foretell the image beast as “four kings” come up “out of the earth.” This is made plain in the study.


What we want to consider in this study is the importance, yes, even a life and death issue, that has long been ignored. The promised Holy Ghost of John 16:7-13 has been foretelling things to come for a long time.  Especially since the time for certain prophecies to be fulfilled, God moved upon the minds of those who would hear what the Spirit says to the churches and revealed things the people needed to know for their salvation and for their safety.


Those, who at this time of crisis cast aside the writings, or the Voice of the Testimony of Jesus to the churches, are blind.  A strong delusion is prepared for every one of them. 2Thessalonias 2

What we need most to understand is the treachery of sin that is the cause of so much suffering and injustice.  Our worst difficulty is with ourselves. God offers a way of escape to us that we might rise above the degradation of sin and its results.  But when any refuse to be obedient to the Laws that govern our life and well being, we suffer the results.  The greatest cause of our miseries and crime in this world is a direct result of disregarding the voice of conscience, and neglecting or rejecting the Commands of God. Then the law of cause and effect goes to work to bring about the sure results of sin.  If God did not allow man to suffer the results of his sins, especially when he is guilty, man would not learn that it is Satan’s purpose to cause man to destroy himself, and prepare a way for him to “destroy his land and slay his people.”  Isaiah 14:20, 2Peter 2.


Many suffer innocently because sin is so destructive and so treacherous.  If sin were not so unjust, it would not be so bad.  So God has had to let sin reveal its real character so we can intelligently decide to end it.  This is our choice.  But who are willing to pay the price to be overcomers?  Many will pay the penalty for sin rather than to accept God’s plan to overcome it by full surrender to the control of the Spirit of God.  They will not pay the price by study and self-discipline to become intelligent concerning God’s requirements and cooperate with Him.  Christ has been made unto us all things by the Gift of the Holy Ghost.


Christ Jesus is the Gift of all heaven to us.  But today professed Christians are denying the Gifts of the Spirit and yet, believe they are indeed wise enough to know what is Truth without the help of Divine aid.  Revelation 3:18-20, Ephesians 4:1-16, 21, 1John 2:20, 27, with John 13-17 and Hebrews 10:15-25.  These Scriptures all reveal our personal Covenant Relationship with Christ Jesus.  They also reveal that Ephesians 4:1-16 & 21 state the Assembling that we are not to forsake.  Note that the Gifts are given to the church to perfect the saints.  But as a people who were blessed by one having a very special Gift of the Spirit, such as given to Ellen G. White, we find they have never appreciated it, or lived by the Divine principles set forth by her writings.  Blindness has come upon many and some have rejected her writings, and others have in one way or another made a god of her, and left no room for her humanity to reveal any imperfection in any thing.  Now many look for anything they can find to try to condemn her writings.

These same faultfinders will soon reject the Psalms of David because he was not perfect, and on down the line until all of the Bible will be rejected.  Until we accept the Spirit of Christ we are none of His.  Romans 8:9.  In 1Peter 1:10-12 we find it is the same Spirit of Christ that spoke to the prophets that we are to receive as the True Interpreter.  Instead of finding fault with Ellen G. White, as some are doing now, we should be seeking the Spiritual Gifts which Jesus Christ has suffered and died to make available to us.  Hebrews 5:6-9.  And many, like Ellen G. White, have also suffered much to be able to do the work God has given them to do. It will be too late for many when they awake to a realization of the real facts and the truth of the whole matter.


There are many others who have likewise suffered at the hand of those who are ignorant of Spiritual Gifts.  Also they are ignorant of the calling and election of God, which all must seek to make sure for the sake of their soul’s salvation.  They may be willingly ignorant, or they may be honestly deceived because they have been taught wrong.  But the results are fatal, if somehow they do not awake to reality before it is too late.  God has never at any time allowed His people to be without a witness by some means. Even if there is no human to witness to them, He will send an angel or a manifestation of His Spirit.  Sometimes, when all other means are rejected, God permits calamities, trial, or disappointment to cause some to call on the Lord for help so He can move in against the enemy.


How little do men realize how much they owe to the one who is in touch with heaven.  When God told Abraham that the cry of Sodom was so great that He could not hold back the retributive judgment for their sins, Abraham pleaded with God to spare the city for a few righteous.  But there were not even five who would respond to God’s invitation to escape for their lives.


God would have spared the city for even ten righteous souls. But all He could do was to save Lot and his two daughters.  Genesis 18:32, 19:15-17.


Do we not read in the Word of God about the danger we are in today, as being as it was in the days of Lot, as well as it was in the days of Noah?  Luke 17:20-37, Matthew 24:36-51.


We find even among Seventh-day Adventists many who are as hard to reach as those in Sodom and Gomorrah, who at a time of great peril are casting aside the Spirit of Prophecy, as given to Ellen G. White and the Pioneers, and also as the continual Gift in the Assembly of Ephesians 4:1-16, 21?  1John 2:20, 27  1Corinthians 14:1 makes it clear that we are to desire Spiritual Gifts, and as it says; “But rather that ye may prophesy.”

Yet, in spite of the counsel of God in His Word, it is difficult to find anyone today who believes in Spiritual Gifts, or believes that they are working in the Body of Christ.


Let us consider carefully our text in John 16:7-15.  Jesus told His disciples that it was necessary for Him to go to His work in heaven, by which the Gifts of the Spirit would be given to them. These words were spoken to us also as recorded in the Bible for it is necessary for our learning today. Consider all the things that the Spirit does for us.  How can we cast Him aside now in this hour of crisis and uncertainty for the world?

Those who do not reject the Spirit of prophecy, and all the Gifts of the Spirit as revealed in Ephesians 4:1-16, 21, will hear the Voice of God as in Hebrews 12:22-29 and John 10:3-5, 27-30.  The hirelings and false shepherds today will do as the Jews did.  Read verses 31-42.  Our case is not hopeless for some will believe. But the majority today will leave the Truth and turn to fables and give heed to seducing spirits.  1Timothy 4:1 and 2Timothy 3:7.

Many today are in this group who are ever learning about religion and doctrines, but are never able to come to “The Knowledge of The Truth.”  This is because they do not accept the Spirit of Christ, Romans 8:9, by which they receive the Anointing which teaches them Truth. We must let the mind of Christ be in us, Philippians 2:5, 12-13, for it is by the Holy Ghost that Christ does all these things for us.  Please read all of John 13-17, carefully and prayerfully, asking for the Spirit of Truth to be your teacher.  Chapter 17 reveals the Surety and the Immutability of God’s counsel (Hebrews 6:15-20,  Revelation 3:18-20) which He writes in our minds and hearts. While He does this, He ministers to us as the One Mediator of the New Covenant, through the one Body, through which all the Fullness of the Godhead works.  Colossians 2:6-12.  Study Ephesians 1-6 and 1Corinthians 12, 13, 14, for these references make the Truth very clear, that we cannot be saved without receiving at least some Gift of the Spirit by which, as one joint, we can edify.

It is very important now that every true follower of Jesus Christ understands the importance of asking of the Lord rain, in the time of the latter rain.  Read Zechariah 10:1-3.  If we do not now understand and act with wisdom and knowledge, and in harmony with all revealed truth, we shall not know “Things to come” which the Spirit of Truth is revealing today. God has never left His saints without instruction and counsel for the “stability” of the times, and strength for those who turn the battle to the gate.  Isaiah 28:5-6, Isaiah 33:6 and 2Corinthians 4:6-7, Matthew 13:52, 24:42-47.  Note how more responsibility and greater authority is given to the Faithful Servant who has the Treasure of Truth stored in the earthen vessel (his heart and mind), by the ministry of the New Covenant relationship with Christ as in Hebrews 10:15-39, 12:22-29. 6:15-20, 5:6-14, 2Corinthians 4:1-7 and Matthew 25:1-13.
Many gems of Truth are to be stored in our minds as a bulwark, as a wall of separation, to distinguish those who serve with love and obedience, and those who serve with pretense and profession; thus the final work will be done anyway.  Matthew 13:41-43, 44, 52.

If we do not have the Spirit of Truth to guide us into all Truth, and show us things to come, we shall not know, by the Word, the difference between the genuine and the spurious.  God has purposely, for many reasons, given to us the Holy Ghost to prepare us for that which we see taking place today, and yet many are not ready now in this time of crisis. The churches, which at this time are not brought to their knees in supplication for mercy and forgiveness, and seeking light and power to overcome the Laodicean stupor, will remain in the condition of complacency and will compromise with the powers of darkness.

All too many are now in this condition from which they never recover.  Already strong delusions are taking possession of as many minds as Satan can control.  Many cannot repent, for they have long rejected the pleas of the Spirit of God.

This promise of God to show us things to come is very sure.  God does not mean that His servants shall walk in darkness so that that day overtakes us as a thief. 1 Thessalonians 5  So many have ignored every message which Ellen G. White has given on this subject revealing it as the close of probation for man, not the coming of Christ in power and great glory at His actual appearing, but His coming to us in judgment.  It is before the Marriage that the Father comes in to see the guests who have come to the wedding feast.  If we do not, before the wedding, have on the wedding garment provided, it is at that time that we shall be cast out. This is taught in the Scripture.  Revelation 2-3 says the overcomers are rewarded.  To those who do not overcome, a delusion comes upon them. This has been going on all through the reign of sin, from the time that Adam and Eve sinned and were driven from the Garden.  But in a more special sense this applies under the New Covenant. See Hebrews 10:25-39 and 1Corinthians 11:23-32.  Then, just before the vials of wrath are poured out without mercy and grace, Revelation 16:15-21, a special and final warning is given to watch our garments.  Read Mathew 22-25.

By ignoring the counsels regarding this day that are written in the Testimonies to the Church, the church is not aware that many events are past. They still look for the Sunday Law to be enacted and the death decree added before they get alarmed.  They do not know that the Marriage takes place before probation closes.  When they see it has taken place they beg for entrance, but it is too late.  They have missed the Advent Path and cannot get on it then.

There are many truths that have been blurred to those in the church of the Laodiceans who did not receive the eye salve provided by which they were to anoint their eyes.  Ephesians 4:1-6, 21, 1John 2:20-27, John 13-17, I Corinthians 1:4-10, 30, 1Corinthians 12, 13, 14, Revelation 3:7-13, 14-21.  Let the Spirit be your Teacher and show you things to come.
The main reason why there is any question in anyone’s mind today, about the Gift of Prophecy, is because they do not believe the Bible, they do not study for themselves, and they do not ask for the Anointing as in 1John 2.  The reason why so few ever ask and receive this Anointing is because they are taught that they are not to have the Spirit of Prophecy.  But God has given many Scriptures to leave us without excuse, if we remain ignorant and void of the Gifts of the Spirit.  Read 1Corinthians 12, 13, 14.  Charity is the Love Union with Christ that will not fail us in the day of trial. So many today are losing their way because they fail to do the works of righteousness in obedience to God’s eternal and life-giving Commandments.  Hebrews 5:9, John 14:15-26.  All of these references must be studied carefully.  In other studies our personal relationship with Christ is made clear.  Also what He does for us as the Mediator of the New Covenant is made clear.  Hebrews 12:22-29 explains in detail the Work of Christ in the Heavenly Zion.  This is a point of contention, but it is also a life and death question.  God has provided the way for us to do the right thing, at the right time.

God has provided for us to know the future events that we might know what is coming.  He does not always tell us moment by moment events, but whether or not we know what is coming the next moment, day, week, or year, we must be able to trust God at all times in all circumstances.  What surprises me more than anything is the ignorance of the future events that are clearly foretold in the Bible and in the writings of Ellen G. White.

Turn to the book of Amos and consider the counsel God has spoken through His prophet, Amos 3:6-8.  Whatever is done in the earth is done with God’s knowledge.  Not even a little sparrow falls without His notice and care.

 There are many things that people are saying that are to come to pass soon, that will not come before some certain other things come to pass. The saints will know how to wait for certain signs, and they say, “Lo this is our God, we have waited for Him and He will save us.”  Isaiah 25:9,  Isaiah 30:13-21,  Zephaniah 3:8-20.

We must not forget that God has promised that He will surely keep His Word, that He will not let the four winds of Revelation 7 blow, until the servants of God are sealed.  He has kept His promises in times past for many before us.  The coming in the clouds with great power and glory, at the time of Christ’s actual appearing, is truly very near. But, if we are not prepared, as in 1Corinthians 1:4-10, 30, waiting through all the deceptions, false comings, and the marvelous workings of Satan, we shall fall by the way, or be snared and taken in some snare.  The promises of Psalms 91 (in fact, chapters 1-150,  for the Psalms are full of promises), are for the righteous who keep God’s Commandments and have the Testimony of Jesus to bear to the world in the final warning of Revelation 18:1-8.  This final warning is already penned by the Spirit; it is already written regarding the time of the immovable platform, and the settled Truth of the Three Angels’ Messages shown in the book of Revelation.  This Platform of Eternal Truth cannot be moved to any other church or movement.  It is to be cleansed as was the ancient nation of Israel at Christ’s first coming to this earth.

This cleansing began in the period when the Advent Truth stared with William Miller’s message.  By 1844 the time was fully and surely reached when the prophecy of Malachi 3:1-14 began, and now the time for verse 5 to be fulfilled is here, beginning with Revelation 16:15-21.  Let us not waste any time making ready for things to come, which the Holy Ghost is revealing to those who call upon Him.  See Great Controversy “In the Holy of Holies”, pp. 423-42, and “The Final Warning”, pp. 603-612.
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